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In the long process of pastoral life and agricultural life, cow played a very
great part.1 Being connected with the life of the people in the infancy of
their civilisation, cow attained a sanctity which required careful tending and
upkeeping on the part of the owner. It is perhaps true to say that the cow
early acquired a sanctity in monsoon countries, and she may have been a
genius of the monsoon.2 The veneration in which she was held by the pri-
mitive tribes was translated into actual worship as a deity from the early IJg3
Vedic period. All such glory and veneration seem to have been confined to
milch cow and bull and not to barren cows and other oxen and calves. In the
epic period, the uses to which the cow's products were put were many, They
were indispensable for sacrifices, for agriculture, for the sustenance of a child
and for the relief of the famine-stricken.4 In those ways the kine helped as
they do even now men towards prosperity and growth, and to that extent the
kine confer protection to all creatures and resemble the rays of the sun in parti-
cular.5

Their dung has been considered as the best manure for arable fields and
fruit and flower gardens as also for cleansing purposes while dried dung is
used for burning the corpse, a practice still current in India.0 Their fresh and
healthy milk adds freshness and; health to the growing children. As they sus-
taini children, they sustain the aged and the infirm attd bring happiness and
peace to suffering millions.7

Other uses are that her products are used for curing phthisis and other
wasting diseases. Her products form the chief food for man in the shape of
milk, curds and clarified butter.* Her hide was used as a seat when eating,0

1.    See DIKSHITAK'S " The Cow in Hindu Life " in the Journal of Benares Hindu
University, Vol II, Part III.

2.    See Indian Culture, Vol II, p. 10*

3.   See DIKSHITAR, op, cit.

4.    See Makabharata, Anu&eana, Chapter 106, 36.

5.    Ibid., Ill, 10.

6.    S. B. E. 44; p. 202.

7.    Mhb, AnuML Chapter 124, 27,
S.   Ch. 113, 22. 124, 2U22.   129-4,
9.   113, 20-21,